thymus I regard as an organ formed for the purpose of reserving, during the foetal state, the nervous influence which is destined to flow to the respiratory apparatus after birth: this is the main object, the main design of its formation. I know not if comparative anatomy can furnish direct proof that the thymus be mainly designed to act as a diverticulum to the nervous influence which, after birth, is intended to flow to the lungs ; but it furnishes facts which prove that similar contrivances do exist in the fcetus for the purpose of expending nervous influence, the use of which is also prospective.
The supra-renal capsules in the human foetus are evidently mainly contrived to act as a diverticulum to the nervous influence intended to effect the secretion of urine after birth; this is directly proved by reference to comparative anatomy.
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